
SWRInfo Card
RESTORATION CLEANING 
WITH PEELABLE CLEANERS

NOTE: The following should be considered general information.  Follow job-
specific project/contract document requirements and manufacturer’s written 
instructions.

SAFETY
•  Always read full label and Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for precautionary 

instructions before use.
•  Workers must have recommended PPE for product, this could include tight 

sealing safety goggles, gloves, and NIOSH/MSHA approved respiratory 
protection (if exposure limits are exceeded or irritation occurs).

•  Do not eat, drink, or smoke while using.
•  Best practices are to protect people, vehicles, property, plants, and all 

surfaces not set for cleaning from contact with cleaner, and fumes. 
•  Use appropriate safety equipment and job site controls during application 

and handling.
•  Environmental safety—Follow all local, State, and Federal regulations for 

spill capture & product containment.
•  Dispose of unused product and container in accordance with local, state, 

and federal regulations.
•  Consult the SWR Institute Safety & Health Manual for more information.

PREPARATION
•  Verify approved materials are on site.
•  Store in a cool, dry place with adequate ventilation; Maintain temperature 

of 45–100° F (7–38° C) as most peelable cleaners are non-recoverable if 
frozen. 

•  Protect adjacent surfaces not set for cleaning with polyethylene sheeting 
secured by masking or duct tape. 

•  Always test a small area of each surface to confirm peel ability and 
desired cleaning results before beginning overall application. Test with 
the same equipment, recommended surface preparation and application 
procedures planned for general application. Let test area dry 3–7 days 
before inspection and approval.

•  Ensure that surfaces set for cleaning are free from dust and loose debris. 
•  Some cleaners can be diluted to accommodate spray application. When 

diluting (if applicable), always add fresh water to product.
•  Prior to application, mix product thoroughly with a low-speed drill and clean 

mixing paddle. Some cleaners with natural rubber latex may experience 
separation, please refer to manufacturer instructions for information.

•  Some products have multiple components, ensure they are thoroughly 
mixed per manufacturer’s instructions before application. 

•  To aid in film removal, apply masking tape to at least one leading edge. 
•  Do not apply product to exterior surfaces that are saturated, have 

standing water, or will be potentially exposed to rain within 24 hours.
•  Best cleaning results are obtained when air and masonry surface 

temperatures are 40° F (4° C) or above and do not exceed 90° F (32° C). 

APPLICATION
•  Always apply mockup panels in an inconspicuous location.  
•  Some cleaners may not be suitable for cleaning all masonry materials, 

verify compatibility with product manufacturer.
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•  Apply cleaning solution as directed by manufacturer; most cleaners can 
be applied with a brush, heavy nap roller, or airless spray equipment. 

•  When applying with airless spray equipment, utilize lowest setting and 
adjust air pressure to produce and even, full spray. Note: remove all filters 
in sprayer and gun. Caution needs to be taken to prevent materials from 
skinning during applications as this can cause tip plugging. 

•  Apply product in a heavy coat to achieve manufacturer’s recommended 
wet mil thickness. If too little of the product is applied, removal of the film 
will be more difficult. 

•  Extremely porous masonry or surfaces with rough textures may require 
two applications to ensure ease in peeling the dry film.

•  Once product is applied to surface, do not overwork the material.  
•  Allow product to dry completely. Drying may take up to 24 hours 

dependent on film thickness, temperature, and humidity. 
•  After product has completely dried, start with one edge to pull the dried 

film from the substrate. Refer to manufacturer instructions for dry film 
appearance indicators as this can vary.

•  Do not allow dried film to remain on the surface longer than 3 days.
•  If desired cleaning results are not achieved, verify manufacturer 

instructions on reapplication.

QUALITY CONTROL
•  When applying, work in small sections no larger than 10 ft x 10 ft (3 m 

x 3 m) and apply masking tape to at least one leading edge to facilitate 
easier removal. 

•  Approved mockup panels should be protected throughout the project for 
quality comparisons.  

•  Do not alter cleaner or use cleaning solution for purposes other than what 
is specified by the manufacturer.
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